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Overview
ÅLaboratory Terminology

ÅTotal THC

ÅMeasurement of Uncertainty 

ÅAdditional Considerations & Examples



Mar 2021 ςSubject to Change

LABORATORY TERMINOLOGY
Certificate of Analysis Guide



Mar 2021 ςSubject to Change

Terminology: COA & MU
COAςCertificate of Analysis (test results) 

MUςMeasurement of Uncertainty

ÅLab-calculated figure that represents a margin of 
error & creates a range
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Terminology: LOD & LOQ
LODςLimit of detection

Related: ND(Not detected) and <LOD (below limit of detection)

LOQςLimit of quantitation/quantification 
Related: NR(not reported) and <LOQ (below limit of quantitation)

Different figures, but both are used to generally 
describe the lowest amount the laboratory can 
reliably measure and report
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Terminology: THC
Delta-9 Tetrahydrocannabinol (Delta-9 THC)
ÅPsychoactive compound

ÅAlso shown as Dф ¢I/Σ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ά¢I/έ

THCa
ÅConverts to Delta-9 THC when heated (decarboxylated)

ÅAlso shown as THCA, THC-A, THC acid
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Terminology: Other
ÅOther COA elements*
ïOther cannabinoids: CBD, CBG, Delta-8 THC, CBN, etc. 

ïTerpenes: compounds typically responsible for the smell

ïMycotoxins: toxic molds/fungi 

ïPesticides

ïHeavy metals

*Elements that may be included on the COA but are not utilized to 
determine production compliance under the Industrial Hemp Program. 
Please consult your lab for further questions.
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